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Welcome to the

National Association of Field Studies Officers

National Conference 2010

Hosted at

The Purbeck House Hotel, Swanage, Dorset.

January 3rd to 6th 2010

Conference Prospectus
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Promoting Learning Outside the Classroom through Environmental Partnerships.
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High quality learning opportunities for all within LOtC in Purbeck. 
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LOCATION

SWANAGE
Swanage originated as a fishing village and small port, used for the shipping of locally quarried Purbeck stone.  The stone was an important asset for trade and Purbeck Marble was used to decorate the country’s finest cathedrals, for example St Paul's Cathedral. With the arrival of entrepreneurs like John Mowlem and his nephew George Burt, the area’s stone trade went from strength to strength.  The money made by these individuals was invested back into Swanage.
The movement of Swanage towards a tourist town was spurred on with the arrival of the Steam Railway.  This opened in 1885 and in 1886 the Seaside Resort was born.  The town is still full of tourist pleasures, such as its many Fish and Chip shops and deck chairs.
Near Swanage is Old Harry’s Rocks, a set of bright white chalk stacks that stick out of the sea, and once stretched all the way to the Isle of Wight. The Rocks are part of the famous Jurassic Coast, an eye-catching stretch of dramatic cliffs and coastal features running from Orcombe Point (Devon) to Studland.  This World Heritage Site can be walked along its entire length by means of the South West Coast Path.

ISLE OF PURBECK

The Isle of Purbeck is located in the south eastern corner of Dorset and has a landmass of 60 sq. miles.  Not strictly an island it is bounded on almost all sides by water. It is bordered by the English Channel to the south and east, and by the marshy lands of the River Frome and Poole Harbour to the north. Its western boundary is less well defined, with sources placing it at Flowers Barrow above Worbarrow Bay. 

The geology of the Isle is complex and has two types of coastlines, Discordant along the east and Concordant along the south. Where the land rises to the sea there are several parallel strata of Jurassic rocks, including Portland limestone and the Purbeck beds. A ridge of Cretaceous chalk runs along the peninsula creating the Purbeck Hills. In fact the name Purbeck comes from the Saxon word Purbik; meaning “a beak shaped ridge frequented by Bittern or Snipe”.
There is something for everyone in Purbeck with castles, old churches, history, and miles of shorelines each area with its own unique terrain features sculpted by the surrounding waters.  Any season is a perfect time to explore Purbeck as this would-be-isle is an absolute joy to all who venture out and explore the splendour of what nature has done to this land.

For more information why not check out:

www.visitingpurbeck.co.uk


http://www.purbeck-dc.gov.uk/
http://www.isleofpurbeck.com/

www.virtual-swanage.co.uk
VENUE
PURBECK HOUSE HOTEL (www.purbeckhousehotel.co.uk)
The Purbeck House built in 1875 and Louisa Lodge built in 2003 combine the atmosphere of a traditional country house with all the amenities of a modern hotel.  The 38 bedrooms are divided between the main house and the Louisa Lodge.  All the bedrooms are en-suite and some have sea or garden views. The hotel offers guests a large Car Park and is approximately 300 yards from the sea front and Jurassic Coast.
The Purbeck room with its timber clad walls is used for conferences and can seat up to 100 delegates theatre style. The Thomas Hardy Restaurant with its painted ceilings and Carrera marble fireplaces overlooks the gardens as does the newly extended Garden Conservatory with dance floor and large bar area.

The hotel occupies 3.5 acres of land, the grounds and building incorporating many listed artifacts brought from London by George Burt, one of the founders of the Mowlem construction company and the house’s creator.  The ceilings to the entrance hall and dining rooms are ornately painted and the floors to the hallway are a copy of a Roman Tessellated mosaic pavement, which was excavated in London and took three and a half years to complete by Italian Craftsmen.  

When the hotel is full, two Bed & Breakfast houses will be used to accommodate the additional delegates on a bed and breakfast basis:

a) The Town Hall Lodge

This is situated a short walk from the Purbeck House Hotel, behind the Town Hall.  They are providing 9 bed spaces through: 3 double rooms (one of which can be made into a twin) and 1 triple room (made up of three single beds).

b) Ocean Lodge

This is approximately ten minutes walking distance from the Purbeck House Hotel.  They are providing 12 bed spaces through: 2 double rooms, 2 twin rooms and a family room (made up of four single beds)
You can decide to take the budget option and book as a delegate in;
 TOWNSEND OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE (www.widehorizons.org.uk) 

The centre is a six-acre site overlooking the town of Swanage and is just 5 minute walk from the Purbeck House Hotel.  For 80 years the centre has used the outdoor environment to deliver successful courses in environmental education, personal and social education and field studies.

The Centre has 8 single rooms (6 en-suite) and 1 twin flat. The rest of the accommodation is bunks: 2 rooms of 2, 6 rooms of 4 and 4 open plan dorms sleeping up to 12. There is parking for a limited number of cars on site. Accommodation includes bed and breakfast; bed linen provided.
WELCOME TO THE PROSPECTUS
Nafso has become a leading national organisation for promoting academic Field Studies and the wider use of the outdoor classroom. It has an extensive influence in the world of Environmental Education and Sustainable Development.

Its recent publications include the Annual Journal and useful teacher resources such as the latest “Food, Farming and Fieldwork” produced with funds from the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) Growing Schools Programme in 2008. This year we have funds for a publication on “Inclusion in the Outdoors” and are looking for case studies as I write!

 This activity demonstrates Nafso’s close links with Government and other influential agencies such as SEEd, LOtC, FSC, RSPB and FACE in spreading the message of the wonder and benefits of learning outside the classroom.

In 1968, the Annual Field Studies Conference began because teachers who worked in UK outdoor/field/residential centres wanted an event to meet and exchange ideas through discussions and field visits. The first conference was at Leeson House Field Centre, Langton Matravers, Dorset in January 1969 hosted by Dorset County Council and the Nature Conservancy Council. Since then the annual conference has toured England, Scotland and Wales returning to Dorset in 1990 and 2000. To keep the recent 10 year cycle going, we appear again in Dorset in 2010!

 From the early events, grew a desire to have a professional association to represent the field teachers and the National Association of Field Studies Officers (Nafso) was born in 1971.Therefore this is our 42nd consecutive conference and Nafso is in its 40th year!

I therefore extend a welcome to Nafso members and a personal invitation to other committed outdoor people to take part in the Annual Conference.
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Chas Matthews, Nafso Chairman and Conference 2010 Director.
The conference themes will enable delegates to...
· Meet and exchange ideas with senior figures from Dorset County Children’s Services, Nafso, and other local LOtC providers, RSPB, SEEd, FSC and Growing Schools / FACE.
·  Attend a wide range of seminars and workshops linked to the main themes which will educate, inform and engage. These will include Forest Schools, Beach Art, the Heritage Coast, & issues like Greening your environment, Growing Schools and Inclusion in the Outdoors!  
·  Experience Dorset’s endeavours to embrace the greater issues of the day including climate change, sustainability and the environmental impacts of these and others such as food and farming and the concept of Growing Schools
·  Join field visits which will enhance our themes by visiting sites such as Lulworth Cove, Studland Study Centre, various Local Field Centres, Brownsea Island, local schools involved with LOtC and RSPB Arne Reserve plus many more 
· Peruse exhibits in the Market Place reflecting local business services and wider educational resources.
Most important will be the time and opportunity to join in the alternative agenda of small group chat whilst eating, drinking or moving between more formal events!!

CONFERENCE
PROGRAMME
Sunday 3rd January
12:00 - 14:00
           Early Registration:
 Finger buffet for early arrivals & exhibitors
  
14:00 - 16:30
Executive meeting: 
 Exhibitors can set up in the ‘Market Place’

16:30 - 17:30
Delegate Registration:      Refreshments &‘Market Place’

17:30 - 18:00
Informal Welcome from Nafso:  President   & Chairman:   



18:00 - 19:00

Keynote Address: “Making [better] Sense of Sustainability”

Speaker:  Ken Webster
Topical, inspiring, provocative educationalist who is a free-lance 




teacher and writer with long standing involvement in ESD and a 




Nafso member.






19:00 – 19:30

Personal time:

19:30 - till late
Evening Meal followed by bar, bed or both.                                        
Monday 4th January 
07:00 - 08:45

Breakfast
                                                                

09:15 - 10:00

Official Opening:   
Welcome to Conference:
 Nafso President, Peter Smith           





Welcome to Purbeck:
 Local MP, Rt Hon Jim Knight





Welcome from Sponsor:
 GS/FACE,    Bill Graham CEO





Conference business:
 Nafso Chair, Chas Matthews
10:00 - 10:30
Refreshments & Market Place.
 Collect packed lunches

10:30 - 16:30
Seminars & workshops. Delegates will have chosen and been allocated.             
16:30 – 17:15

Return to Hotel, Refreshments and ‘Market Place’
17:15 - 18:00

Personal time: Prepare for Evening

18:00 - 19:00
Keynote Address: “Reflections on the current situation in Sustainability, Environmental Education and LOtC.” 

Speaker; Andrew Simpson;
 Head of Education, RSPB; Chair of the Natural Environmental 


Group, Member of the LOtC Advisory Group which advises on LOtC 

policy and acts as a critical friend to the Council.

19:00 - 19:30
Informal Reception:
 Hotel 
19:30 – till late
Evening Meal followed by bar, bed or both. 





PROGRAMME [cont]

Tuesday 5th January
07:30 - 08:45

Breakfast. 
Collect packed lunches 

                    
08:45 - 16:15
All day visits. Delegates will have chosen and been allocated.
16:15 – 16:45

 Return to Hotel, Refreshments and visit to ‘Market Place’; 

16:45 – 18:15

Nafso News followed by Nafso AGM—open to all delegates and visitors.
                                       

18:15 – 19:00

Personal time.  Dress for Reception & Conference Dinner  
              

19:00 – 21:30

Reception followed by Conference Dinner 



                    

21:30 till late

Entertainment, Bar, Bed or all.
Wednesday 6th January

07:30 - 09:00
Breakfast   Time to clear rooms, return keys and settle personal bills





       

Morning session will be open to Users from Dorset & Hants plus others to come and mingle with Providers!!

 09:15 – 10:15
Keynote address:  ‘An Update on the Learning Outside the Classroom and Quality Badge ’. 

Led by Beth Gardner, Chief Executive, Council for LOtC Director and supported by other prominent speakers involved in this initiative.

10:15 - 11:15
Small, planned group sessions of both Users and Providers.
11:15 - 11:45
Refreshments: Market Place.
11:45 - 12:30
Nominated group speakers put questions to Invited Panel followed by open forum.

12:30 - 12:45
Conference 2011 and beyond.                     

12:45 – 13:00
Thanks and Closure.  Early Goodbyes!


13:00 – 14:00
Refreshments, collect/eat packed lunches               
14:00 - until finished!

Tidy time, Later Goodbyes and Depart!
Monday 4th January 2010: 

Seminars & Workshops.
Morning 11:00 – 13:00:


Afternoon 14:00 – 16:00:
Following options are being held AM and PM.  When booking please use code [Ma, Mb etc.]
Ma;
Forest Schools 

Location: Townsend Outdoor Education Centre. Leaders: Lucy Nettleton / Glenn Lane. Transport; Walk

The Forest Schools has developed from the Scandinavian ‘Nature Nurseries’ encouraging children to play and engage with the natural environment. Lucy Nettleton is a Forest Schools Coordinator in Greenwich and Head of the Environment Curriculum Service. She will share with you the origins, ethos and techniques of Forest Schools as well as the benefits they bring to children’s learning and development. Held at the Townsend Outdoor Education Centre, you will get to take part in a taster session to experience what a Forest School entails.

Mb;
Enviroart and Beach Creativity 

Location: Swanage Beach. Leader: Emily Homfray. Transport: Walk

This is a unique look at how environmental art and beach creativity can be used as an educational tool. Through the hands-on approach of these activities it is possible to build on many skills within the group whilst stimulating children’s interest in the environment and awareness of our interactions within it. During the workshop, delegates will have the opportunity to express their creative sides, as Emily demonstrates various activities using Swanage beach as her setting.  There will also be an opportunity to discuss the use of beach art within reflective sessions.
Mc;
Bushcraft Skills for All 

Location: Brenscombe Outdoor Centre. Leader:  Russell Thompson. Transport: Minibus

Since introducing bushcraft to the range of activities offered at Brenscombe Outdoor Centre, the programme has gone from strength to strength. It has become an increasingly popular session, constantly being improved and developed.

Within minutes of walking up the path to the woods, the delegates will experience a dramatic transition. The contrast between normal everyday living and the woodland is both stimulating and relaxing. What a great start to a journey of discovery into how to survive in this environment.  It is here that we adapt and educate all - with no exception.  Delegates will be given the opportunity to see how this programme underlines the centre’s inclusion policy, whilst participating in the workshop.
Md;
Working in Partnership, how PIFSG has created the Teacher’s Guide, and other projects 
Location: Purbeck House Hotel. Leader: Louise Robinson.  Transport: none
The Purbeck Information and Field Studies Group consists of members from each of the outdoor learning providers in Purbeck and associated organisations. The group has successfully worked in partnership on various projects such as creating the “Teachers Guide to Learning Outside the Classroom in Purbeck” and delivering and attending joint training ventures.   The workshop will explain how the members of the group have worked collaboratively to achieve their common goals and outlines the group’s plans for the future. It will also explore the many benefits of outdoor learning providers and organisations working together in partnership. Delegates will be able to get helpful hints for setting up a similar partnership scheme in their area.
Me;
Heritage Coast status – what does it mean and have any lessons been learnt? 

Location: Purbeck House Hotel. Leaders: Roland Tarr & member of The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site team. Transport: None 

The Purbeck Heritage Coast Pilot Study over 30 years ago was breaking new ground in terms of access and interpretation on the coast. Now most of the Purbeck coast is within the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site. Key members of both teams will discuss with delegates the development of the Heritage Coast idea, including gaining political support, funding, management, staffing, education and interpretation, challenges and achievements.
Mf;
Greening your Establishment 

Location: Leeson House Field Studies Centre. Leaders: Barry Cullimore and/or David Kemp.  Transport: Minibus
We all talk about good environmental practice and sustainability, but our Centres do not always overtly reflect the same ideas. There are various programmes which offer Centres the opportunity to improve their environmental credentials, and most include both a structured process and assessment/certification. The session will include brief presentations/case studies about Eco-Schools, Eco-Centres, Green Tourism Business Scheme, Sustainable Schools, and ISO 40001. These, along with delegates’ own experiences, should clarify the relative merits of the various schemes in terms of cost, financial/educational/ethical benefits, and the appropriateness for particular establishments. Which is of greater value – working towards the assessment or achieving the award?
Mg;
LOtC Quality Badge
-Are you Badged yet?

Location:  Purbeck House Hotel.  Leaders: Simon Gould from Sayers Croft & an Assessor. Transport: None
This a chance to discuss with others who are fully involved in these new developments. Come and find out why and how to apply for the Quality Badge. Would you be a route 1 or 2? What is really involved and how will it benefit my centre now and in the future? These are some of the questions we will endeavour to answer or at least clarify.

Maybe you have applied and been awarded the Badge or are in the very process of applying for it. Come and share your experiences with others as we explore the good, the bad and the ugly of this initiative that Nafso has been involved with from the beginning.

Monday Options only on in the AM.

Mh;
How to Fund Your Dream – the Durlston Project

Location: Durlston Country Park.  Leaders: Hamish Murray and Martin Cooke.  Transport: Minibus
For over 30 years Durlston Country Park has been a popular visitor venue and a major player in outdoor learning, successfully combining conservation, education and visitor access in a spectacular coastal site. Dorset County Council and partners are now developing Durlston Castle as an integral part of the Park, establishing a world class ‘Gateway Centre’ for visitors to Durlston and the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site. Hamish Murray1 (Head Ranger for Dorset County Council’s Countryside Service and Project Leader) and Martin Cooke2 (Management Consultant) have successfully achieved funding from public, lottery, charitable and commercial sources, raising over £5m for the Durlston Project. This session will draw on first-hand experience gained at Durlston and other projects, to provide guidance on successful project development and fund-raising.
1 www.durlston.co.uk, 2 www.heritageandleisure.co.uk

Monday Options only on in the AM. [cont]
Mi;
Inclusion and the Outdoor Education Centre.

Location: Townsend Outdoor Education Centre. Leader: Catherine Mittins. Transport: Walk
Catherine will share with delegates case studies on inclusion, looking at groups with special educational needs, and social, emotional and behavioural issues, and will explore the opportunities created for groups through strong partnerships in Purbeck. Delegates will have the opportunity to share and review their own experiences of inclusion.

Mj;
Renovating an Old Building for Today’s Youth
Location: Emanuel Hall, Swanage.  Leader: Val Birkenshaw. Transport: minibus with optional return walk
Swanage Guides have spent the last year fundraising for their much needed new home.  Delegates will hear how they managed to raise the much needed money within their one-year deadline, including grant applications, innovative methods of fundraising and gaining community support in this Guiding Centenary Year.  Now on to Phase II - “The Renovation”: delegates and guide leaders will have a chance to discuss how to renovate the building into a place for all groups to use.

Monday Options only on in the PM.
Mk;
Starting on the Right Track!

Location: St Mary’s RC (VA) First School (YR-Y4). Leaders:  School staff.  Transport: Walk

St Mary’s RC First School, adjacent to the Purbeck House Hotel and with a shared history, has been working with the National Trust on a highly regarded Guardianship scheme at Studland for about seven years, helping to re-establish and improve lowland heathland and coppiced woodland. The school has also used outside agencies to environmentally enhance its challenging site. In addition the school is involved with a Dorset Wildlife Trust Seashore Project with local artist Antonia Phillips, and also, in partnership with other Swanage Schools, a scheme headed by the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site team. Delegates will see the outcomes and hear from the enthusiastic children and staff about the curricular and extra-curricular benefits of these innovative projects. 

Ml;
The Real History of Swanage.

Location: Purbeck House Hotel grounds and Swanage Town. Leaders: Michelle Rogers & Allnatt team.

Transport: Walk

A novel session, introducing Swanage’s history through its varied characters.  In small groups, delegates will navigate themselves through the streets of Swanage.  En route they will visit historic sites learning how Swanage progressed from a village whose main industries were fishing and farming to a wealthy Victorian Seaside Resort.  Learn about past entrepreneurs including John Mowlem (1788 – 1868), founder of Mowlem construction who have shaped the town into what you see today.  

Tuesday 5th January 2010: Full Day Visits. Please use code when booking.
 T1;     Field Studies at Lulworth, the ‘Jurassic Coast’ and Farm Education for Higher Level Stewardship
Location: Lulworth Cove, Durdle Door, Newlands Farm. Leaders: Sarah Day & Jurassic Coast Team
Transport: Minibus
Come and experience a field study trip to the famous Lulworth Cove with its dramatic coast and inspiring landforms. This coastline has long been popular with tourists due to its scenery and rich wildlife; and is now part of the Dorset and East Devon World Heritage Site, ‘The Jurassic Coast’. 

The day will be hosted by the Lulworth Ranger team who are employed by the Lulworth Estate and run the on site education service. The visit will give a taster of our sessions based on Coasts and includes a chance to practice field sketching skills at Stair Hole and stretch your legs on a 1.5km walk along the South West Coast path to Durdle Door arch. Delegates will also have the opportunity to meet members of the Jurassic Coast team who will deliver a presentation on the site and how it is managed. Before heading back to Swanage we will be visiting Newlands Farm where on-farm education is being developed as part of the higher level stewardship scheme.

T2;
Purbeck, Learning and the National Trust. 

Location: Studland, Corfe Castle and Hartland. Leaders: National Trust CLV and Estate Staff
Transport: Minibus
The National Trust is a major landowner in Purbeck and its sites attract huge numbers of education visits. The Community Learning and Volunteering staff will highlight school involvement at Studland, with several current School Guardianship projects, practical conservation activities, and the Studland Study Centre as a sustainable building. After lunch, the focus will move to Corfe Castle, where recent urgent conservation work threatened to decimate its availability. Staff turned the crisis into an opportunity, developing activities on lichens and making use of information which emerged as a result of the conservation work. Finally, nearby Hartland will be visited where delegates will see and hear plans to bring farming, conservation and learning comfortably together.

T3;
Purbeck Rocks
Location: Working quarry, Burngate Stone Carving Centre, Townsend Outdoor Education Centre

Leader: Scott Johnson.  Transport: Minibus

The whole Purbeck area is steeped in a fascinating history of stone extraction and stone-working, with evidence of old quarries and mines all over the place, and several working quarries. Delegates will start the day by visiting a working quarry to find out about quarrying methods today, local partnerships, environmental impacts and local geology. From there, they will visit the Burngate Centre (a Heritage Lottery Funded Purbeck Keystone Project), whose aims are to conserve and celebrate Purbeck’s unique landscape and heritage, as well as generating related training and employment opportunities. This session will enable delegates to explore the buildings, to learn the background to the project, and to try their hand at stone carving. 
During the afternoon there will be a visit to Townsend, a centre with a long standing of tradition of excellence in teaching environmental education and personal and social education. Townsend staff will share some of the educational highlights and approaches used for delivering learning in their purposefully reconstructed quarry, including fancy dress and smuggling tales. If time permits there will be an opportunity to visit Durlston Country Park to look at a traditional stone quarry and the Park’s educational resources on limestone, geology and fossils.
T4;
Active Geography
Location: Durlston Country Park, coastal footpath to Dancing Ledge

Leaders: Michelle Rogers, Jez Brown, Jenny Penny and Durlston Country Park Rangers
Transport: Minibus to Durlston, approx 5km cliff-top walk, minibus collection at Langton Matravers. 

Starting at Durlston Country Park (a site of numerous conservation designations), delegates will hear about the impacts of visitors on both footpath erosion and the site’s management.  Using the site as a case study, we will look at new ways of linking this calcareous grassland site to the recently changed geography syllabuses.  There will be an opportunity for delegates to discuss various data collection techniques, trying out both old and new methods.

From here, delegates will walk along the coast path, to Dancing Ledge.  This is a popular climbing site used by many groups within the area.  Experience how Allnatt are combining activities with Geography, within their programme aimed at getting more secondary students interested in taking the subject for GCSE and A level.   Delegates will be offered the opportunity to get up close to the geology by abseiling and climbing a section of the cliff, whilst taking part in a survey of the site.
T5;
Supporting Inclusion in Purbeck

Location: Townsend Outdoor Education Centre, Brenscombe Outdoor Centre, Durlston Country Park

Leaders: Catherine Mittins, Russell Thompson, Ali Tuckey

Transport: Walk, then minibus from Durlston to Brenscombe after lunch and return to Swanage at end of day
An introduction to inclusion at Townsend will be followed by an evaluation of activity weeks combining outdoor adventure with social and emotional aspects of learning, SEAL.  We will also look at practical ways to support the inclusion of those with special educational needs, primarily physical disabilities - new resources, site facilities and access to off-site locations resulting from the strong partnerships between providers in Purbeck.  After a short walk to Durlston, we will share a selection of short sessions and practical ideas and activities for promoting physical and intellectual access and inclusion, to excluded or under-represented groups.
From here delegates will visit Burnbake Ropes Course, owned and run by Brenscombe, with the opportunity to experience some of the challenges. In this unique learning environment explore together how we would include all learners, sharing the benefit of our experience and the good work that has been done within this field.
T6;
Brownsea – Waders, Woggles and Wildlife

Location: Brownsea Island.  Leaders: John Herbert, Chris Thain.
Transport: Minibus to Shell Bay, chain ferry as foot passengers, Brownsea Island ferry; walking when on the Island
Brownsea is a classic example of partnerships in action. Owned by the National Trust, with a major Dorset Wildlife Trust and Scouting & Guiding presence, learning outside the classroom is not a new idea here! The centenary of the first scout camp was celebrated in 2007, and we are currently in the centenary year of Guiding, so delegates will be able to visit the new Baden Powell Centre. The DWT’s reserve is packed with habitat variety and interesting wildlife including winter waders, supporting learning for individuals and groups. The National Trust’s Community & Learning Officer will demonstrate what the host organisation offers for formal and informal learning. With its unique island isolation, red squirrels, and serious challenges from climate change, the day will be a stimulating experience for all!

T7;
Building for the future.

Location: Wareham Scout and Guide Hall, Corfe Castle Pre-school and Studland Study Centre

Leaders: David Kemp 
Transport: Minibus 
In the last 10 years, Purbeck has seen three new buildings, primarily for young people, in which the designers have sought to champion environmental features. The Wareham Scout and Guide Hall is under construction at the time of writing; Corfe Castle Pre-school was completed in 2008, and the National Trust’s Studland Study Centre was constructed in 1999. Delegates will be able to explore the various features of the buildings, discuss with users the pros and cons, and hear about some of the constraints to achieving a truly sustainable building. For anyone involved in new or adaptive eco-builds within the youth and learning context, this will be a very useful day.
T8;
Jurassic Coast Field Trips - a partnership between Leeson House and Discover Dorset Tours Ltd

Location: Leeson House Field Studies Centre, plus other locations

Leaders: Barry Cullimore
Transport: Minibus 
Leeson House is a long established field studies centre in Langton Matravers near Swanage, owned by Dorset County Council and run by Barry Cullimore, Centre Manager. In common with many LEA run centres its recent future has been dogged by funding crises but it is now secure and moving ahead by developing a number of new strands of business.
Discover Dorset is an eco-tourism company based in Bournemouth owned and run by Tim Sanders. It specialises in guided day tours to sites within Dorset and beyond for UK and international visitors, and runs the very successful Bournemouth airport shuttle bus service and a new cycle hire scheme on Bournemouth seafront.
A few years ago Tim and Barry discussed the need for local children to learn about and develop a sense of awe, wonder and ownership of the Jurassic Coast and these field trips are the result. Although the partnership is in its early stages a number of trials have been carried out. The idea is to provide an all-inclusive Jurassic Coast educational package, from initial classroom activities, transport, a guide, field studies and resources for class-based follow-up work. 
This workshop will enable delegates to try out the class-based resources and activities and also visit some of the sites along the Purbeck section of the Jurassic Coast, travelling in Discover Dorset’s distinctive vehicle!

T9;
Ballard Down Challenge

Location: Ballard Down and Swanage

Leaders: Leah Rutter 

Transport: Walking

The whole day will consist of a navigational challenge! You will start with an orienteering challenge, commonly used with field studies groups to find a site with a smuggling past.  From there, you will be lead along the dramatic chalk ridge of Ballard Down just north of Swanage, encountering representatives from different Centres along the way. At key locations they will discuss various points of interest and host a range of activities.  Be prepared to get involved on this journey of discovery!
T10;
Getting them out of the classroom!’ – Two schools and a diverse menu of activities.

Location: Swanage First School (YR-Y4), The Purbeck School (Wareham) (Y9-Y13)

Leaders: Vickie Angel 

Transport: Walking then minibus to Purbeck School
After walking to Swanage First School, a brief introduction will explore Growing Schools and other schemes in the school’s focus, such as Campaign for School Gardening, LOtC, Forest Schools and Eco Schools. A tour of the school site will illustrate how the grounds are being used for a range of activities linked to the Eco Schools programme, and delegates will have the chance to participate in one or more of the current projects which also tie in with Growing Schools: food and farming; gardening and green spaces; wildlife and the natural habitat. Possibilities include willow den construction, bee hotels, wildflower garden creation, or some form of sculpture activity.

Purbeck School is the neighbourhood comprehensive (Y9-Y13) school with a science specialism, and is the destination for most Swanage students. Delegates will see how learning is enhanced by on-site and off-site activities through IT, Science, Humanities, Art, Work Related Learning & Vocational Studies, Gifted & Talented, and the acclaimed Learning Support Unit. The school is pursuing Eco Schools status, and has a successful gardening and wildlife area which contributes well to inclusion. With local partners including the National Trust at Corfe Castle, Durlston Country Park, Purbeck Keystone Project and the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site team, students have created impressive art work related to local geology, and a Smugglers’ Trail CDRom recalling Purbeck’s colourful past. This has also involved collaboration with school students from other countries.
T11;
Coast to Coast.  Nature Reserves rising from the Oil fields

Location: Arne RSPB Reserve, Purbeck Marine Wildlife Reserve (Kimmeridge)

Leaders: Alexia Hollinshead, Emma Rance 
Transport: Minibus with some walking

The route from Arne to Kimmeridge crosses the full geological succession of Purbeck from recent estuarine mudflats in the north to the Jurassic Kimmeridge Clay in the south-west. The Arne Reserve is on the younger geological strata and has a wide range of habitats and species – woodland, heathland, salt marsh, reed bed, and Poole Harbour ensure there is always plenty for birdwatchers to see. Delegates will explore parts of the Reserve and see and hear about management and education on site. Beneath the Reserve is the Wytch Farm Oilfield and evidence of oil extraction will be seen en route. Having spanned the geological millennia and crossed the Purbeck monocline, the group will visit the longest established voluntary marine nature reserve in Britain, managed by the Dorset Wildlife Trust in partnership with the landowner and other organisations. The Reserve caters for large numbers of education groups throughout the year, concentrating on the intertidal ledges which will be exposed by the spring low tide on Jan 5th afternoon. Kimmeridge also boasts a successful Junior Warden scheme. There is another oil well at Kimmeridge too, demonstrating that major mineral extraction can co-exist with high quality conservation and environmental education! 
Thank you

Chas and the local team of Leah, Michelle, and David would like to express their heartfelt thanks to the many people who have contributed to bringing this conference to you. Firstly we would like to mention our hosts from the Allnatt, Townsend and Leeson House Centres, our venue hosts at Purbeck House Hotel, our main sponsor the Growing Schools project administered by FACE for DCSF and the administration support from the Stibbington Centre and Cambridgeshire Environmental Education Service. More helpful people will appear in the months to come and we will acknowledge them at conference.
This Prospectus could not have been produced without the sterling efforts of Chas Matthews, Conference Director and the excellent electronic skills of  Michelle Rogers at Chatsworth Centre, Allnatt Venues, Swanage and David Kemp, long time Nafso member now a Purbeck Freelancer.  
Last but not least, we must say many thanks in advance to our speakers, exhibitors and leaders of seminars, workshops and visits.
Well done to everyone.
For many years the DCSF, in the form of the Growing Schools project, has been a strong supporter of this annual conference. Yet again Growing Schools Funds will support the lucky few with bursaries and fund their involvement in the ‘Market Place’ and as FACE on one of the visits. At this stage it is worth remembering their mission statement on their website:
“Growing Schools aims to give all children the opportunity to connect with the living environment. Whether it is an inner city window box or a vast country estate, a school vegetable plot or natural woodland, interacting with living plants and animals provides a very rich hands-on learning experience in which both formal and informal education can flourish.”

With Nafso’s involvement with Sustainability & Environmental Education [SEEd], we expect the principles of education for sustainability to be an integral part of conference during all its activities.
Learning Outside the Classroom will also be strongly represented with the Wednesday morning debate and discussion being one of the major focal points of the Conference.

Administration
All bookings for delegate places at conference are being handled by Rosie Edwards and Michelle New at the Stibbington Centre, part of Cambridgeshire Environmental Education Service. The booking form will come with this prospectus or can be downloaded from the website; www.nafso.org.uk  Members booking before 30th Oct. 09 will get the cheaper fee and there is the budget offer at Townsend Centre! See the prices on the booking form.
Please read this prospectus carefully so that you can complete the booking form accurately and send to Stibbington as soon as possible with your money arrangements!! Remember to keep a copy and bring it with you in January!!
Getting There:
The Purbeck House Hotel is located within Swanage Town, with its address being:
91 High Street, Swanage, Dorset.  BH19 2LZ

BY RAIL


You can easily reach the Isle of Purbeck by rail. The closest train station is at Wareham, which is linked to Swanage through the regular No 40 bus service.  We will be offering minibuses running throughout the Sunday at certain times, bringing guests to the hotel.  Please ensure that you indicate on your booking form what time you expect to arrive at Wareham station.
National rail enquiries: 08457 484 950

www.nationalrail.co.uk
BY ROAD

Upon reaching Wareham, head into Swanage via the A351. Once you reach the sea front turn right, this brings you onto the one-way system through town.  Follow this round onto the High Street and the Purbeck Hotel is on your left.  If you reach the Black Swan Pub you have gone too far, carry on round the one way system and it will bring you back!
BY AIR

There are two airports located within 2 hours of Swanage: Bournemouth and Southampton.  These are both easily linked to the railways.

BY SEA

Yes Swanage is on the coast, and those of you who would like to arrive by boat there is the option of the Studland – Sandbanks chain ferry.  From here you will be able to follow signs into Swanage, along the coast and onto the high street.

THE ULTIMATE PUBLIC TRANSPORT ADVENTURE
Enjoy a pleasant train journey to the seaside town of Bournemouth.  Across the station, you will be able to catch the number 50 bus whose route takes you over the chain ferry to Studland.  Alighting the bus at Swanage Station, the hotel is a 5 minute walk away alternatively there is a taxi rank opposite.
Cancellation terms:

Nafso accepts bookings in good faith and in the event of cancellation by the organisation, Nafso will refund any monies paid to them in advance. Nafso does not accept any liabilities for any

consequential losses additional to these payments.

Delegates who wish to cancel and do not inform the Conference Director in writing by 18th December 2009 will be invoiced for the full fee. E-mail; matthews.r.c@btinternet.com
Past Conference Venues:
2009 Low Wood Hotel, Windermere, Cumbria.

2008 University of Glamorgan, Trefforest, South Wales.
2007 Royal Hotel, Winchester, Hants.
2006 Canterbury Cathedral International Study Centre, Canterbury, Kent.
2005 Ushaw College Conference Centre, near Durham City, County Durham

2004 St Catherine’s College, Oxford

2003 Gurnard Pines Holiday Village, Isle of Wight

2002 Girton College, Cambridge

2001 Swallow Hotel, Peterborough

2000 Portland Heights Hotel, Portland, Dorset
1999 Quality Friendly Hotel, Norwich, Norfolk
1998 Royal Hotel, Winchester, Hants
1997 Kindrogan Field Centre, Perthshire, Scotland
1996 Royal Victoria Hotel, Llanberis, North Wales.
1995 High Melton College, Doncaster. South Yorks.
1994 Moat House Hotel, Dover, Kent

1993 New Hall College, Cambridge

1992 Christ’s and Notre Dame College, Liverpool

1991 Middlesex University, Enfield, North London
1990 Pontins Riviera Chalet Hotel, Weymouth, Dorset

1989 Cumberbirch Conference Centre, Hull, East Yorks.
1988 Newlands Park College, Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire

1987 St Martin’s College, Lancaster, Lancashire.
1986 Millfield School, Street, Somerset

1985 Christchurch College, Canterbury, Kent
1984 Owens Park, Manchester

1983 Kingston Polytechnic, Kingston, Surrey
1982 Gorebridge Hall, Edinburgh, Scotland.
1981 Horncastle Residential College, Lincolnshire

1980 Durham Agricultural College, Durham City, County Durham

1979 Nene College, Northampton, Notts.
1978 Thornbridge Hall, Peak District, Sheffield LEA.
1977 University of East Anglia, Norwich, Norfolk

1976 Avery Hill College, ILEA, Eltham, SE London
1975 Dartington Hall, Totnes, Devon

1974 Myerscough Agricultural College, Preston, Lancashire

1973 Gloucester College of Education, Gloucester, Gloucestershire

1972 Madeley College of Education, Staffordshire

1971 Balls Park College, Herfordshire

1970 Horncastle Residential College, Lincolnshire

1969 Leeson House Field Centre, Purbeck, Dorset

The National Association of Field Studies Officers is a voluntary organisation which aims:

To promote field studies, learning outside the classroom and education for sustainable development.

Nafso is the only organisation in the United Kingdom which solely represents professionals employed in teaching, developing and promoting field studies.
www.nafso.org.uk
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