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Background 
 
Sidmouth College has 867 pupils aged 11-18 years. It is a mixed community school of non-
denominational religion. The school is located in the holiday resort of Sidmouth, Devon. Until September 
2007, the dominant feature of the school’s rural dimension was offered via leisure and tourism.  
 
The project 
 
1. What were you trying to achieve for your learners through the curriculum?  
Sidmouth College developed six projects linked in with the 
Year of Food and Farming to achieve the following aims: 

• To develop links with farming partners 
• To integrate food and farming into the teaching and 

learning undertaken at Sidmouth College 
• To demonstrate to pupils where their food comes 

from and how it is produced by developing a small 
holding and undertaking growing projects 

 
2. How did you organise the learning to achieve your aims for learners? 
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3. How well are you achieving your aims? 
 
Project 1 – The school has developed links with partners within the farming sector as well as across 
academic departments within the college. Students visited Bicton College to attend the Festival of Food 
and Farming, held as part of the Year of Food and Farming, with support from Devon EBP. Year 12 
Biology students visited local farms for hands on experiences and, within school, students carried out an 
audit to assess the amount and type of waste the school produces and how this can be reduced, reused 
or recycled.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project 2 – Teachers utilised existing teaching and learning resources such as ‘Food For Thought’, a 
KS3 Geography Unit on Consumption, to illustrate and facilitate the delivery of a broad range of current 
issues associated with food, farming and environmental issues.  
 
Project 3 – The school encouraged the use of challenge/enterprise in KS3 through competitions 
associated with food and farming. Pupils took part in Potatoes for Schools (2007-2008) and cooking 
activities using the potatoes grown in school. 
 
Project 4 – The school developed a small holding with 
access for all pupils; the site that was developed was 
once part of a small holding run for the benefit of rural 
studies when it ran as a separate course 20 years ago. 
Bicton College provided advice on the plans for 
developing a small-holding with livestock, as well as 
plants, fences and buildings. Sidmouth College has been 
allocated a plot of land inside Bicton College’s walled 
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garden where students have access to poly tunnels, advice from experts, as well as access to 
equipment such as mowers for GCSE ELBS.  
 
Project 5 –The school integrated all aspects of food and the farming environment into KS4 preparation 
for work course offered to a small number of students in Years 10 and 11. 
 
Project 6 – Sidmouth College developed an international dimension, especially within the subjects of 
geography and citizenship. They are working in partnership with the Butiri/Makongoroo Project in 
Tanzania. As part of this project in 2009/2010 Years 11 and 12 hope to visit Lake Victoria and the 
Serengeti wildlife reserve  
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